
                                Welcome to our  second                                  
                            newsletter  of 2007, the  
                            Diamond Jubilee year for   
                            The Br it ish Horse Society.  

                                                
                                 We have enjoyed a fu ll                         
                                programme of events   
                                dur ing the spr ing and  

                              summer despite the  
                                    extremes of weather  and  
                                  destruct ion that Mother   
                                 Nature chose to bestow   

                              on us al l (See Access  
                                   repor t). Foot and Mouth 
has taken over  where the flooding ended and is 
now posing more problems for  the farming 
community and in tu rn the horse wor ld.  
We have our  Annual meet ing very short ly and 
were look ing forward to the Pleasure Treasure 
Ride which unfor tunately has been cancelled for  
now. 

     
 

P.S The West Midlands region now has its own 
BHS website –it  is well worth a look  -   

www.bhswm.org.uk 
 
What s Insi de ?  
 
Even t s  
Oct  10(Wed)   - Annual Meet ing  

              see inside for  information 
Post poned     - Pleasure Treasure Ride  
TBC   - Horse Owners &  Riding and Road Safety 
 
Ar t i cles  
Access Repor t   
Bowen Therapy –The Verdict   
Events Round Up  
 
Miscel laneous  
Committee Detai ls 
 
Adver t s 
Bowen Therapy  
Equ imix  
Ranch Rug Company  
The Tack  Shop 
 
            

  

 
WORCESTERSHIRE  
COUNTY BRANCH  
OF THE BHS 
 
NEWSLETTER           Oct ober  2007 
 

 

  

 Bev Hudson          
 

 

   
 St op Press! 
 
The Pleasure Treasure 

 Ride scheduled for   

Oct ober   i s post poned 

 
After  much discussion the Commit tee felt  i t  
was sensible to delay the Pleasu re Treasure 
Ride in view of the recent Foot and Mouth 
ou tbreak . 
Please spread the word and we apologise for  
the disappointment. 
We hope to include it  as par t  of next  year ’s 
programme. 
 

 

   

 
   
    
 
 
 
 

 
Tea at  The Palace 

 
On 17 Ju ly, on behalf of The Br it ish 
Horse Society I at tended the Queen’s 
Garden Party at  Buck ingham Palace  
accompanied by my par tner  Jon.  
We took afternoon tea in the gardens, 
rubbed shou lders with Royalty and 
strol led around the lake, before spending 
a relaxing hou r sit t ing, l isten ing to the 
military band and eat ing a Royal tub of 
ice cream. It  was qu ite an exper ience, 
never  to be forgot ten !��������� � �� � �� � �� � � �

 



 

Worcest ersh i re Coun t y  Branch  of  t he BHS 
Annual  Meet i ng 2007 

 
Combined with  

Horse Owners Award Ceremony  
And 

                            Qu iz Night  
 

Wednesday  10 Oct ober  07 
7.30pm  

Please note that there wil l be a change of venue this year. It  wil l  be held at   
 

 
The Bell Inn, Bromsgrove Road, Romsley near Stourbr idge. 

 DY9 9XU 
 

The 2006 minu tes are attached to th is newsletter  in order  to keep the length of the 2007 
business meet ing to a minimum and social t ime to a maximum. 

Please come along as it  is imperat ive that members have a say in what we do as a County 
and we are always look ing for new Committee members as well as new ideas. 

 
   The brief business meeting will be followed by 
   a presentation of Horse Owners exam certificates 
   to this year’s successful candidates. 
   Finally a Quiz will round off the evening. 

       Come on your own or bring your friends. 
       Teams of up to four people. 
       Test your knowledge, both equine and otherwise. 
       Lots of prizes!  
       4 tickets to Your Horse Live 
       4 £5 Equimix vouchers 

     & lots more 
Free Entry, 

 Non-Members welcome (will not be able to vote at business meeting) 
 

We will be holding a raffle during the evening .Please contact Bev if you are able to 
supply a raffle prize 

 
Please contact  

Bobbie Matu lja on 0121 445 6998/  bobbie@bridler ides.co.uk  
or  

Bev Hudson on 01384 568088/  bev.hudson2@btinternet.com 
 

with  your intent ion to attend for planning purposes. 

? ? 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Obi t uary 
Diane Shak espeare 1947-2007 
It  is with great sadness that  I  
report  that   Diane Shakespeare 
died unexpectant ly in her  sleep 
on 20 August  2007. Diane,mother  
 of Jane and Ju lie from The Tack Shop, 
assisted with the very successfu l BHS 
fashion show that  was held ear lier  th is 
year  .She was a un ique lady and will  
be missed by all who were lucky  
enough to know her  . 
 

 

Equest r ian  Fash i on  
On  Show 

 
On April  18 Worcestershire 
BHS hosted a fashion show 
in conjunct ion with The 
Tack  Shop, Kingswinford. 
The amount of interest  in 
th is event far exceeded ou r 
expectat ions. The excited 
audience was crammed into 
the venue; Kate Moss 
wou ld not have been able to 
pu ll crowds th is big! The 
overwhelming attendance 
caused chaos on the car 
park  at  the Bell, Romsley. 
Once again the models did 
us proud and so did the 
Tack  Shop with their  
beau t ifu lly coordinated 
ou tfits. 
The audience enjoyed a 
“What Not to Wear” 
demonstrat ion by Show 
Judge Eddie Harr ison pr ior  
to the fashion show.  Raffle 
pr izes, k indly donated by 
the Tack  Shop, raised £94 
for The County Air  
Ambu lance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are currently 
considering negotiation w ith 

the NEC for the next 
Fashion Show!! 

 

  

     Above left : Lou ise and Anneloes stru t t ing their  stu ff. 
 
 Above r ight : Alisha and Cody show the adu lts how it ’s done. 

 
 

 



 
Access Repor t  
 
Our Access Week event , the Count r yside wi t h  Conf idence for  Riders evening on 22nd 
May, was well supported by an  audience of around 30 r iders from var ious parts of the 
county. Richard Preston  from Worcestershire County Council ’s Countryside Service team 
gave an interest ing and informative talk  about  the r ights and responsibil it ies for  using and 
maintain ing br idleways, and basic map reading sk il ls for  r iders.  We also launched the 
fi rst  of our  Worcestersh ire Circu lar  Rides around Kingsford and Shatterford, and have 
since been work ing on addit ional ones in the Alfr ick  and Feckenham areas.  
 
This sum m er ’s f loods in  June and Ju ly resulted in  extensive damage to Worcestersh ire’s 
Righ ts of Way network.  In  the worst cases paths along r iverbanks and br idges across 
r ivers and streams have been washed away, resu lt ing in  six temporary path closures on 
Health and Safety grounds which affect  br idleways.  Other  br idleways may be obstructed 
bu t  not  necessar ily closed, including one sect ion  of the Sabrina Way alongside Dowles 
Brook in  the Wyre Forest.   The Sabrina Way at  “Joans Hole” near  Abber ley remains open 
where the br idleway follows the streambed, bu t  condit ions are difficu lt  at  present.  The 
worst  affected parts of the County are the north  and west, around Tenbu ry Wells, 
Kidderminster  and Stou rport , but  we are also aware of closures in other  areas such  as 
Bredon Hill , where path  surfaces have been str ipped away by flash flooding.   For  more 
details of closures and further  updates as problems are resolved, please visit  the County 
Council’s website, www.worcestersh ire.gov.uk / countryside. 
The scale of the problem is such that  it  will  take many months before all the flood 
damaged br idleways can be re-opened.  The Countryside Service team has asked for  our 
help with  ident ifying addit ional locat ions where damage may not  have been repor ted.  They 
have also asked us to let  you  know that  responses to requests for  rou t ine maintenance 
and vegetat ion clearance will be slower than normal while they clear the back log.   
 
Judith  Smart  and I would like to thank  all the members who very k indly filled in 
Volun t eer  Form s and offered to assist  with  monitor ing and repair ing the br idleways in 
their  area.  I’m aware that  th is is one area where we haven’t  lived up to all our  promises, 
mainly due to lack  of t ime, so once th is year ’s Annual Meeting is ou t  of the way, I’l l  contact 
everyone who fil led in a form since the last one to re-launch th is in it iat ive. 
Being volunteers with  regu lar  day-jobs, means that  t ime we have available for  BHS Access 
work is qu ite l imited. One area where you  can help us is by contact ing the Countryside 
Service team direct  on 01905 768 214 or e-mail countryside@worcestersh ire.gov.uk  to 
repor t  problems that  affect  public r ights of way such as overgrown vegetat ion  and fallen 
t rees.  Please ensure that  you  give as much accurate information as possible, with  a six 
figure gr id reference if you  can.  Th is wil l leave Judith  and I with  more t ime to check  ou t 
planning applicat ions that affect  br idleways, help r iders to claim new ones and/ or  upgrade 
footpaths, and deal with  the plethora of requests that  arr ive each week from the County 
Council and BHS Head Office ask ing us to comment on  proposed diversions and 
modificat ions.  
 
On September  23rd, we went  to the BHS Access Conference at  Bailbrook  House near 
Bath.  After  an int roduct ion from ou r  Director  of Access, Mark Weston, we l istened to 
speakers from Sustrans, the Highways Agency, the Ministry of Defence, Natu ral England 
and Wind Energy.  They covered a wide range of topics ranging from the design  of 
“Pegasus” crossings and horse fr iendly br idges over major  roads, to how we migh t work 
with  other  organisat ions nat ionally and locally to increase r iders’ access to the 
countryside.  We also had an  update from Heather  Holmes on the BHS’s new Geographical 
In formation  System (GIS), a new data analysis and mapping tool which  wil l  be rolled ou t 
short ly.  
 
Bobbi e Ma t u l ja  
Coun t y Access and Br i dleways Of f i cer  

 



 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
   Bowen  Therapy  
     -The Verdi ct  - 

 
In the spr ing newslet ter  I wrote abou t 
my first exper ience with  Bowen 
Therapy. In it ially I had 4 sessions fair ly 
close together and now return once a 
month to keep me finely tuned.  
I am st i l l t rying to put  into words what 
i t  is that  Bowen therapy does for  me. 
The official l ine is that it  creates balance 
in the body by releasing ©energy 
blockages’.  

I don’t  think  it  makes me feel any younger  (wishfu l 
th ink ing) bu t it  does relieve the tensions and 
t ightness that  I have exper ienced for  many years due 
to previous in ju r ies and everyday life.  
I have certainly learnt to relax a lot more du r ing the 
sessions .Is this due to the oppor tun ity to lie down 
before the ear ly hours of the morning or  the gentle 
hands on therapy (the lat ter  I wou ld hope)? 
As a r ider I hope I have improved, we have had our 
best season to date so  
someth ing has changed 
 for  the bet ter . 
Contact Lu or  Sue 
for  an informal chat  
and see what  you  
th ink……… 
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Equ imix were voted BETA Equestr ian  
Retailer  of the Year 2007 so they  
cer tainly have a reputat ion to uphold. 
 As t ime is always very short  and I never have 
an opportunity to get to the store in  daylight  
hou rs I t r ied the online shopping and was very 
impressed . My goods were dispatched the next 
day and arr ived very soon after that . The 
money saved in  petrol went towards the 
postage and the most valuable thing of all I 
saved was t ime! 

 



 
Read Al l  About  I t ! 
 
Dupl i cat e Newslet t ers 
To save on resources, we have changed the way in   
which we deal with  households that have more than one  
BHS member. We now send one copy  of t he newslet t er  t o t he 
f i r st  fam i ly  m em ber  on ly , un less speci f i cal l y  ask ed t o send 
i ndi v idual  copi es.  
We realise that this may not su it  everybody, such as our  jun ior 
members, who may st i l l  l ike to receive their  own copy.  
 To re-instate copies to other  family members, please email 
bev.hudson2@btinternet.com or call on 01384 568088 stat ing your 
Family name, address and which family members wou ld like to 
receive individual copies of the newsletter. 

�
 
    

 

BHS 
West  Mi d l ands 

Websi t e 
Check  ou t  t h e new  

 West  Mi d l ands 
 websi t e. 

www.bhswm.org.uk 
You w i l l  be 

i mpr essed . I t  i s ver y 
user  f r i end l y w i t h  
l ot s of  i n f or mat i on  
and  usef u l  l i nk s. 
Al i son  Gr egor y i s 

const an t l y add i ng 
new  mat er i a l . 

I f  you  w ou l d  l i k e t o 
add  i n for mat i on  

p l ease ema i l   
ali@bhsmidlands.org.uk 

 

Com m i t t ee Con t act s 
Please use these contact  names and numbers rather  than details contained in  the 

year  book.  
 COUNTY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER  
                         - Amanda Watson 01926 882642/ 07715 161578  
 CHAIRMAN     - Bev Hudson 01384 568088/ 07881 786179 
 TREASURER   - Lucy Lowe 07920 108036 
 SECRETARY   - Bobbie Matu l ja 0121 445 6998 
 MEMBERSHIP - Jennie Eak ins 01527 857877/ 07976 571464 
 ACCESS          - Bobbie Matu lja 0121 445 6998 
                        - Judith  Smar t 01299 851279 
 R &  RS           - Lauren Barton 01299 404355/ 07721 098436 
                        - Fiona Jeffr ies 01886 888292 
 WELFARE       - Ju lian Hu nt 01386 556022/ 07970 016834 
                        - Michelle Burton 01905 452266/ 07785 781847 
                        - Jennie Eak ins 01527 857877/ 07976 571464 
                        - Lou isa Laight  07974 332058 
NEWSLETTER - Bev Hudson/  Lauren Bar ton   
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   Get  Wel l  
     Soon  
 

Worcest er sh i re 
Developm ent  Off i cer  

Amanda Watson has been 
incapacitated with a back 

problem.  
On behalf of all  the 

Worcestershire members 
we wish Amanda a speedy 

recovery. 

 

 

Train i ng 
Training for  Riding and 
Road Safety and Horse 

Owners Cer t ificates is on 
going. If you  wou ld like 
more informat ion or  to 
reserve a place on the 

next  course,  
please contact  Lauren 

Bar ton on 
07721 098436 
01299 404355 

gbarton910@aol.com 
 


