WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY

BRANCH OF THE BHS

NEWSLETTER September 2006
Moving On
This newsletter is mainly aimed at the next | .
two events we have in the Worcestershire BHS Annua Meetlnq

calendar. October is a busy month with both Please Note Change of Date
the Annual Meeting/ Fashion Show and the

Pleasure Treasure Ride. These events are a
great opportunity to get together with old
friends and also to make new ones.

We have also received some “rave” write ups
for the events we hosted earlier in the year.
They make very good reading but
unfortunately we have limited space in this
newsletter so summarised versions only are

enclosed. The full articles can be found on the The Annual Business Meeting for the
Midlands website www.bhsmidlands.org.uk Worcestershire County Branch of the BHS is on
Horse Owners tuition and Riding and Road Thursday 12 October 06.

Safety training are happening on a regular
basis. Please contact Lauren for further

details.
bev.hudson2 @btinternet.com
07881 786179/01384 568088
- An equestrian fashion show will then follow with
= —e new lines and old favourites for all ages. Anyone
-P who would like to be a model should contact Bev
%
T {;f Hudson at the earliest opportunity. There will be
) the chance to purchase items on the night. Early
: : Christmas presents perhaps?
Equimix Saddlery

The 2005 minutes are attached to this
newsletter in order to keep the length of the

Worcestershire’s Premier Saddlers 2006 business meeting to a minimum and social

Come and visit our new store time to a maximum.
Opening 3 day Event Please come along as it is imperative that
Starting Thursday, 28" September members have a say in what we do as a County
and we are always looking for new Committee
Brand New Shop members as well as new ideas.

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO COMPLETE AND

RETURN THE REPLY SLIP or contact Bev

Hudson on 01384 568088/

bev.hudson2@btinternet.com with your intention

Sandy Lane, Stourport. Tel: 01299 827744 to attend, to enable us to cater effectively. A
www.equimix.co.uk finger buffet will be provided.

Fantastic Offers
Early Season Rug Sale




The Worcestershire
County Branch of the
BHS

Pleasure Treasure Ride
8km & 12 km routes
Saturday 28 October 2006

A pleasure ride which will combine the desire
to improve your map reading skills with fun for
you and your horse.

Start 10am

Last rider 1pm

(Prior booking is essential, no entries on the day without
permission of the organisers)

Kinver near Stourbridge

BHS members and non members welcome
Cost: BHS members -£8

Riding club/Pony Club Members -£9

Non members- £10

For more details or to book a place, contact
Bev Hudson: 01384 568088 /07881 786179
Sue Perks: 01384 872182

Come and discover the art of map reading

and the treasure that it holds
(I.D tags must be worn by both horse and rider )




All Change

Not long after our last newsletter Preetha

Balse vacated her post as Development Officer
for the Midlands Region. Amanda Watson is her
recently appointed replacement. She can be
contacted on 01926 882642 /07715 161578. We
would like to take this opportunity to welcome
Amanda to our branch

Wendy Lymer, who has been our Welfare Officer
for a few years, is standing down at the Annual
Meeting. We now have four newly trained Welfare
Officers who will be taking over where Wendy left
off. In the meantime they are working with Wendy
to gain vital experience in these very sensitive
matters.

PLEASE MENTION WORCS BHS WHEN
REPLYING TO ADVERTS
Support the local companies that support
us

If you would like to advertise in our next
newsletter contact
Lauren Barton on
07721 098 436 Gbarton910@aol.com
Prices start at £25 for 1/ 8 of a page.
Circulated to over 1100 BHS members

Events Round Up

Holistic Evening . Thursday 27 April proved a
success with all who attended . Rather than

formal lectures ,the attendees were able to move
between areas sampling techniques as they went .
The night turned out to be quite eventful as some of
our equine “guinea pigs” took to being models better
than others!

Thanks to :

Nags Needs ‘N’ Feeds

John Chilman- Farrier

Andrea Fear -Equine Dental Technician

Michelle Burton- Equine Body Worker

Sally Prichard - Equissage Therapist

Melanie Telling- Reiki (Equine and Human)

Wendy Lymer - McTimoney Chiropractor

Fun Ride. Sunday 18 June at Lincomb Equestrian,
Stourport, which was organised by the Welfare
Department from Stoneleigh, boasted 102 entries
and raised £850 for BHS Welfare. There were plenty
of amusing photographs to prove how much fun was
had by all who took part.

Trailer Driving Training .Saturday 22 July 06.
began sunny but, as with most Worcs BHS County
events , it can always change .

Liz Brunt (Approved Driving Instructor) once again
gave expert tuition on the “art” of trailer driving and
mastering the dreaded reverse manoeuvre.

The location was ideal as we had a big open field in
which to practise and everyone had a go whether they
had brought their own trailer or not.

Attendees were not deterred when the weather broke
and rewarded themselves at the end of the session
with tea and cream scones served in Judith’s
farmhouse.

RIDING AND ROAD SAFETY
Become safer on the roads by taking your Riding
and Road Safety Test
For more information call Lauren
on 07721 098 436

Towing Trouble?

Do you have trailer driving worries?

L If so call: L

LIZ BRUNT

Approved Driving Instructor

01527 821 203

Private or group lessons
catered for

All of our previous
newsletters and other
information regarding
Worcestershire County

activities are on the

Midlands website.

Have a look!




Testing,Testing !

Ten of us participated in the
"Test Your Test" day at Bissell Wood
Equestrian Centre at Blakedown on
Saturday 13 May .The aim was to
encourage riders new to dressage
to have a go at riding a first-time
test in a non-competitive environment, and to give
improvers like myself some hints and tips on getting
better marks.

Beforehand, we chose from the Pony Club Walk &
Trot test or British Dressage Prelim 4. Each person
was paired up with another rider with similar aims
and experience, and we were given a dressage time.
My horse, Herbie, and | were partnered by fellow
Access and Bridleways Officer, Judith Smart on
Tallis. Both of us fall into the "improvers" category.
In terms of my own aims, although 1®e been doing

unaffiliated Prelim and Novice classes for many years,

I@n not the world® most confident rider. The
pressure of running my bridleway holidays business
also means that | can only get to a handful of
competitions per year, so | want do as well as | can at
each outing.

The facilities at Bissell Wood were excellent, with a
secluded sand school for working in, plus two
adjacent 40 x 20 metre arenas hidden behind a big
leylandii hedge that were set aside for the tests and
tuition. Judith and | rode our Prelim 4 tests in front
of the two instructors, Sue Brennan and Karen
Oliver, who are both experienced dressage judges.

After scrutinising our marks, we each had half an
hour of one to one tuition before riding the same test
again. Although | got a reasonable set of marks for
my first attempt, the second lot showed an overall
increase of 17 points, with several comments about
"better shaped circles" and Herbie® "softer outline".
Our start time was 12 noon on what turned out to be
a hot and humid day, with thundery showers
threatening. We just about managed to get through
the first attempt at our tests before the heavens
opened.

The day was designed to replicate a real
competition as far as possible, which meant riding in
all your show-day finery - so Judith and | were
soaked through by the time we had finished.
Thankfully we were riding on a proper surface - and
at least it was warm rain!

So what did we all gain from the day? For some
people, it was about getting over first-time test nerves
and having the impetus to have a go at their first
competitive dressage test. As an “"improver", |
appreciated the chance to get some direct feedback
on my test.Working with a different instructor in an
environment outside the context of my regular
lessons has helped the points Karen made to stick in
my mind.

And finally .. thank you to Bev Hudson for
organising everything, to the instructors for giving
their time, and supporters for braving the elements
and helping out with refreshments and moral

support!

Access Update

Since the spring newsletter, Hazel Wallis has resigned
from the access team, leaving myself and Judith Smart
to look after the whole county. It would be great if we
could get riders to adopt bridleways in their own
parishes and liaise directly with the Countryside
Services team to keep them clear and well maintained.
Contact me (Bobbie) on 0121 445 6998 if you would
like to help with this.

We have listed the headings of the main items which the
Access team have been concentrating on over the past
few months. If you would like to know more about a
particular project, a full update is available on the
website www.bhsmidlands.org.uk

Work on the Rights of Way Improvement Plan and
Action Plan for Worcestershire.

Assisting with “Suitable Surfaces" guidelines with
other user groups who share the bridleways .

New circular bridleway routes in various parts of
the County.

Working with Worcestershire County Council on a
number of major long term improvement projects
on bridleways :

-Hope Mill near Clifton on Teme,
- Joan® Hole on the Sabrina Way near Abberley,
-Kyre Green in the west of the county.

Organising volunteers to assist with Vegetation
clearance projects .

"Lost Ways" and, where appropriate, either
claiming them as bridleways or restricted by-ways
by 2026. Once again, if you can help with
historical research - or if you have a non-horsy
relative who might be interested in searching
through the archives - let us know.

Ockridge Wood, Wichenford, The planning
application to start a Paintball facility in Ockridge
Wood was turned down by Malvern Hills District
Council. The reason given was that it affected a
Bridleway that runs through the woods as well as it
being a valuable wildlife site.

It is a good idea to always read "official" notices and
keep an eye on planning applications in the local
newspaper.

The Pleasure Treasure ride on October 28th is our
Access event this year. It is aimed at encouraging
riders to learn basic map reading skills and get out
and explore their local bridleways. The event has
been organised by Worcestershire County Branch of
the BHS and Sue Perks (BHS TREC Welsh
Champion 2005). Please come along and support

us.
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Exams at my Age!

Just thought | would jot a few lines about
the Riding and Road Safety course that |
recently attended.

| first started messing about with horses
50+ years ago when you rarely met traffic on
country lanes.

How times have changed .We take our
lives in our hands when we ride out on the
roads these days. There is so much more
traffic, so much faster and sadly in the main
less tolerant of other road users and
particularly horses.

We must do everything we
can to keep ourselves, our
cherished ponies and other
road users safe. Radnall
Farm was a terrific venue and Lauren an
excellent instructor. She had to be, | was in
her class. Eight of us turned up for the
experience , aged 12 upwards ,with me
playing the chubby granny. She never made
us feel stupid —however dopey or just plain
confused some of our questions (mine
included) must have sounded. She was
always encouraging and happy to discuss
the reasons why and how and possible
outcomes from the many varied scenarios we
presented.

The course was over two weeks - so no
time to mess about! The first evening
(Thursday) was on foot. We had a trial run in
the indoor school and then proceeded to the
field for our first attempt at the simulated
course. A walk of the intended road route
followed, then back to the yard for another
discussion and some of Lauren’s handouts
for homework. On Saturday we did the field
course on horseback —we would not be
allowed to ride on the road until we were
deemed competent on the day of the test.
The next Thursday we recapped and revised
all that we had learnt. “Don’t hesitate to
phone me if you are not sure of anything,”
Lauren said brightly as we departed.

Saturday ‘T' Day — Why were we all so
nervous? | was up at 3.00 a.m turning left
and right around the coffee table, making
the cat seriously tense, and others had

checked, hats checked, boots checked etc. and
we were off . Theory first, then all out in to the
field for the simulated road test. Phew! It was
really hot and the marshalls who were doing
this out the kindness of their hearts were
roasting out in the field with us —then the final
road test. | felt lucky as | had borrowed a lovely,
though tall IDX called Libby —many thanks to
Gemma for letting me borrow such a star and
to Tracey who by default ended up as my groom
—somebody needed to sort me out.

Anyway back to the TEST —We all completed
all three stages and we ALL passed -
wooooohooooo! Many thanks to everyone
concerned, for making it enjoyable, in a
masochistic sort of way, and to Lauren for her
patience and expert coaching.

Lauren is organising a Horse Owners course
starting in January - why not sign up for it
you'll be glad you did..

Duplicate Newsletters

We are aware that some

households contain more than one BHS
member.

At present we send newsletters to all members
but appreciate that quite often only one copy
will be read.

In the future we propose to send a copy to
the first family member only unless
specifically asked to send individual copies.
This will save significantly on resources.

We realise that this may not suit everybody,
such as our junior members , who may still like
to receive their own copy.

If this is the case, please email
bev.hudson2@btinternet.com or call on 01384
568088 stating your Family name , address
and which family members would like to receive
individual copies of the newsletter.




The Tack Room
Blakedown

For your entire equestrian needs and requests

OpeningHours

Maon4 - 6pm

Tues- Sun9.30am-1pm
2.30 pm-6pm

snack too

New House Farm
Equestrian Centre
Belbroughton Road
Blakedown

Worcs

DY10 3JH

HOUR! (H9S8&

Relax, browse and enjoy a

Fancy some Fun?

A new BHS Riding Club has opened in Sedgley
near Wolverhampton. They are hosting various
events including training clinics which are open
to both Riding Club and BHS members. They aim
to create a friendly environment in which adults
and children can get together to further their
Equestrian interests.

They are holding a Fun show (October 1) with
showing classes such as “Social Suicide” and
“Look-alikes”, along with “Rocket Racing”
jumping. See Events 2006/ 7 for more details of
Sedgley Riding Club or contact Pat Daniel on
01902 677998/ 07802 927560

email : blackhorsefarm@ineone.net

Committee Contacts
(Full list also in the BHS 2006 Year Book)

CHAIRMAN - Bev Hudson 01384 568088
TREASURER - Cheryl Reed 01562 710968
SECRETARY - Catherine Peters 07977 119687

MEMBERSHIP - Jennie Eakins 01527 857877
ACCESS - Bobbie Matulja 0121 445 6998
- Judith Smart 01299 851279

ROAD SAFETY - Fiona Jeffries 01886 888292

- Lauren Barton 07721 098436

- Wendy Lymer 01527 831972
Michelle Burton 07785 781847
Julian Hunt 01386 556022
Jennie Eakins 01527 857877
Louisa Laight 07974 332058

WELFARE

NEWSLETTER - Bev Hudson/ Lauren Barton

COUNTY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Amanda Watson 01926 882642 07715 161578

District Representatives

WORCS SOUTH - Julian Hunt

QUINTON - Catherine Peters

NORTH WEST WORCESTERSHIRE -Bev Hudson
CENTRAL & EAST WORCS- Judith Smart

Events 2006/7

Worcestershire County Branch of The BHS
For information on any activities listed in this
newsletter or ideas for future events:

Contact Bev Hudson 01384 568088 or
bev.hudson2@btinternet.com

Sedgley Riding Club Events:

Catering for all ages and abilities

Dressage Show Saturday 23 Sept

Fun Day — Sunday 1 October - norestrictions
Events all through the Winter.

More details on events and club membership
contact Pat Daniel on 01902 677998/ 07802
927560 or email blackhorsefarm@ineone.net
Shropshire County Branch of The BHS
Contact Heather Lucas on 01952 275103 or
07779 323665 or
heather.lucas@blueyonder.co.uk for details.
Staffordshire County Branch of the BHS
Contact Jenny Ron on 01785 823656
onnyerhoss@aol.com

Mercia BHS TREC Club

Contact Heather Lucas on 01952 275103 or
07779 323665 or
heather.lucas@blueyonder.co.uk For more
information and details of other forthcoming
events visit www.chd-solutions.co.uk/ trec
Worcs Bridleways & Riders Association
Contact Theresa on 07731 459041
www.wbra.co.uk

HORSE OWNERS CERTIFICATES
Improve your stable management skills
by joining a Horse Owners Certificate
Course
Courses for all abilities from Level 1 to 4

Levels 1 and 2 beginning January 2007

For more information call Lauren on
07721 098 436




Competition Corner

We have hidden the names of eight well known horse
and pony breeds in the word search grid.

Mark your answers on the grid and post your
completed word search with your name, address
and telephone number to Lauren Barton,Elroy,
Crundalls Lane,Bewdley,Worcs, DY12 1NB.(photo
copies are accepted )

Please mark your entry Junior (under 18) or
Senior and include your BHS number .

The first correct entry out of the hat in each
group will be guaranteed a place free of charge
at all events hosted by Worcestershire County
BHS in the coming year 2006/ 7.

Find the eight breeds in the wordsearch:

Lipizzaner Andalusian
Fell Highland
Exmoor Hanoverian
Suffolk Punch Thoroughbred

The competition from the March newsletter was won by 2 Junior
members and 1 Senior member. They all received £10 of vouchers for
The Tack Shop, Kingswinford .Well Done, you know who you are.

Annual Meeting 2006 reply slip *delete as appropriate

Please complete the slip below and return to
Bev Hudson, 30 Oak Street,Netherton,Dudley,West Midlands DY2 9LJ
Alternatively ring 01384 568088 or email bev.hudson2@btintenet.com with your intention to attend.

Name
Home Address

Home Tel No Mobile Tel No
BHS Number Email address

I will/ will not* be attending the Annual meeting and fashion show on Thursday 12 October
@7.30 for 8pm at Chaddesley Corbett Cricket Club.

The following members will also be attending:

Name Membership Number



