
 12 

 

Forthcoming 2009 Events: 
 

·  Tuesday 3rd February – BHS Staffs Dressage Evening – 
Rodbaston College – Walk/Trot Test and Prelim – see 
college website (equine events page) for more details 
(Contact Marcus Clinton at 
Marcus.clinton@rodbaston.ac.uk ) 

·  Thursday 19th February – Safety & Security Evening 7-
9pm – Hi Viz Campaign, Personal Safety and lots more – 
Gatehouse, Stafford (Contact Marcus Clinton at 
Marcus.clinton@rodbaston.ac.uk ) 

·  Saturday 28th March – Safety on the Yard day – featuring 
Hampshire Fire & Rescue (Contact Marcus Clinton at 
Marcus.clinton@rodbaston.ac.uk ) 

·  Thursday 9th April - Showing Skills – preparation and ring 
craft evening – advice from the experts - £5 per person 
(under 16s free) Rodbaston College  (Contact Marcus 
Clinton at Marcus.clinton@rodbaston.ac.uk ) 

·  Sunday 26th April – BHS Staffs Spring Pleasure Ride – 
Cannock Chase – (Contact Lesley Simmons on 01785 
665670 or at simmons@simmons928.fsnet.co.uk)  

·  Sunday 5th July – Summer Show – Marquis Drive, 
Cannock Chase (Contact Marcus Clinton at 
Marcus.clinton@rodbaston.ac.uk ) 

·  Trailer Driving Courses – dates to be confirmed – 
(Contact Doug Smith on 07771 915020 or at 
doug@smith1950.freeserve.co.uk ) 

To support our safety and security campaign this year, we 
are offering free tack stamping at many of our events – have 
your tack stamped with your postcode or initials so that it is 
identifiable in the event of it being stolen and recovered. 

 1

��� �  
  ��� �     
 ��� �  

STAFFORDSHIRE 
BHS 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS 2008 NEWSLETTER 
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events  
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·  Forthcoming events  
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Interested in becoming a  

Welfare Officer 
with the BHS Staffordshire Committee? 

 
BHS Welfare aims to prevent cases of cruelty and neglect 
through education. This is achieved through its advisory 
literature on issues such as ragwort awareness, a team of 
experienced and dedicated staff, and a network of welfare 
volunteers.   
 
We are looking for people interested in becoming Welfare 
Officers.  As Staffordshire is a large county, it is likely that the 
role would be split between several Officers.  If you are 
interested in applying for this voluntary role, read the 
introduction pack in the Welfare section of the BHS website 
(www.bhs.org.uk) and contact Marcus Clinton for further 
details (Marcus.clinton@rodbaston.ac.uk). 
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Courses for Horses                           Middleton Equestrian Centre 
Lower Stonehouse Farm                   Vicarage Hill 
Brown Edge                                       Middleton 
Stoke on Trent                                  Nr Tamworth 
01782 505664                                   0121 311 1601 
 
Rodbaston College                            Warrens Hall Farm Riding School 
Rodbaston                                         218 Oakham Road 
Penkridge                                          Tividale 
Stafford                                             Oldbury 
01785 712209                                   01384 455473 
 
Westley House Livery                        Wood Farm House 
Ivetsey Road                                      Gospel End Road 
Wheaton Aston                                  Sedgley 
Stafford                                              Dudley 
01785 840165                                    01902 677998 
 
 
So far tests are booked for 2009 at Rodbaston, 29th & 30th 
January, 22nd February. 
 
If you want further information about 
exams or safety matters please 
telephone me on 077107 49457. It is 
our aim this year to promote safety 
both on and off the road so please 
consider taking the exam – you’re 
worth it! 
 
Eileen Foy - Regional Safety 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
As we approach the festive season we 
have seen a good level of activity in 
Staffordshire recently and this has 
included a combined training event at 
Watt Meadow Farm, a pleasure ride 
on Cannock Chase and a dressage 
evening held at Rodbaston College.  These are on top of 
the ongoing work by your committee in key areas such as 
safety, access and bridleways and welfare.  Committee 
members give up a great deal of time in travelling around 
the County promoting these areas and there has been lots 
of activity in terms of riding and road safety training and 
exams, improvements made to bridleways, new gates and 
easier access and fortunately only the isolated welfare 
case, none of which have been serious and our team have 
been able to be supportive and advisory in approach. 
 
We also held a successful annual meeting in October (the 
same night as my wife went into labour with our new baby 
boy Freddie so unfortunately I was unable to be there!).  
The evening included a lunging demonstration from Rob 
Lovett at Ingestre stables which was well received and we 
met members of the BHS in Staffordshire and presented 
our annual report. We are now busy planning events 
through 2009 and these include a safety and security 
forum, details of which are in this newsletter, our annual 
summer show on Marquis drive, quiz evening and more 
dressage shows and pleasure rides. As ever all feedback 
is welcome and please let us have your thoughts on what 
you would like to see us doing. 
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Don’t forget you can keep up to date with events on the 
west midlands BHS website and the national BHS website 
as well as through your BHS magazine as member. We 
shall endeavour to keep you up to date with national and 
regional news as much as possible. I’d like to take this 
opportunity to wish all our members and their equine 
friends a happy festive season and may the ice breaking 
on water troughs and the tractor and lorry engine starting 
go well! Lastly please help everyone stay secure by 
reporting suspicious activity and we look forward to 
hopefully seeing you at events throughout 2009. 

 Best Wishes 

 Marcus Clinton - BHS Staffs County Chairman 
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Riding & Road Safety Update 
�

The BHS Riding & Road Safety Exam is now, in addition to 
a necessary qualification for progressing to Stage II, a 
recognised QCA qualification.� 
 
The format of the exam, theory 
section, simulated road route, and 
road route if previous two sections 
passed has not changed. Now the 
required number for a test to 
proceed is eight, so if there are 
sufficient numbers of riders 
wanting to take the exam it can be set up.  Unlike the 
Stage exams the Riding and Road safety exams can take 
place at any risk assessed venue at a date convenient for 
the demand and thus is more flexible.  
 
The cost of the exam is £32 for BHS, Riding Club and 
Pony Club members, £42 for non-members. Candidates 
must be aged 12 or over and, as stated in the Highway 
Code able to control their horse/pony. 
 
So if there are groups at Livery yards wanting to take the 
exam please get in touch, even if there are only five of you 
there could be another group of three trying to find a test. 
 
The approved venues in the county are : 
 
Abbots Bromley Equestrian Centre   Abbots Holme Equestrian Centre 
School of St Mary & St Anne             Abbots Holme School 
Abbots Bromley                                 Uttoxeter 
01283 840841                                   01782 312824 
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Report on Annual Meeting 2008 
 

A record turn out for the 2008 Annual Meeting at Ingestre 
Stables – we’d like to believe it was keen members of our 
society wanting to find out all about the activities of the 
committee this year, but we suspect that in fact it was the 
lungeing demo that really attracted them!   
 
Doug Smith ably stood in for Marcus Clinton (otherwise 
detained awaiting the birth of his first baby!) to chair the 
proceedings.  The agenda covered all the key areas in 
which the Staffordshire Committee is active, including 
reports from Eileen Foy on Riding and Road Safety and 
from Brian Smith on Bridleways issues. There was also an 
update on the Committee’s financial position from David 
Wheatley, our highly efficient Treasurer and Secretary. 
 
BHS members in attendance were invited to get involved 
and make suggestions about possible future events the 
committee might organise, and to get in touch if there were 
any future issues (for example, welfare or bridleways) in 
which the committee could lend its support. 
 
Following the formal meeting, we adjourned to the indoor 
school where Rob Lovatt lunged three horses of different 
types and at different stages of training, whilst giving a 
knowledgeable and amusing running commentary – no 
mean feat!  He later took questions from the audience.  
 
All in all, a fascinating evening.    
 
 

 5

Combined Training Event – Results 
 

Our combined training event took place on Sunday 14th 
September at Watt Meadow.  The results were as follows: 
 
Walk & Trot Test A 
1st – Stefanie Wright – Sox 
2nd – Tina Smith – Shadow 
3rd – Kay Radford – Fletcher 
4th – Stephanie Wright – Millie 
5th – Katie McCreath – Ronnie 
6th – Cheryl Hugh – Roxie 
 
Show Jumping – 2ft 3ins 
1st – Katie McCreath – Ronnie  
2nd – Cheryl Hugh – Roxie  
3rd – Tina Smith – Shadow   
4th – Kay Radford – Fletcher  
 
Combined Scores 
1st – Tina Smith – Shadow 
2nd – Katie McCreath – Ronnie 
3rd – Cheryl Hugh – Roxie 
4th – Kay Radford – Fletcher 
 
Prelim 4  
1st – Sally Hunter – Mylor 
2nd – Natasha Hambleton – Supreme Jade 
3rd – Clare Bosley – Langaller Tia Maria 
4th – Stefanie Wright – Sox 
5th – Stephanie Neal – Harlequin 
6th – Sue McCreath – Aloxe Cortone 
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Show Jumping – 2ft 6ins 
1st – Katie McCreath – Up to the Limit 
2nd – Sue McCreath – Aloxe Cortone 
3rd – Amy Nobbs – Alfie 
4th – Stephanie Neal – Harlequin 
5th – Teresa Rowe – Corky 
6th – Clare Bosley – Langaller Tia Maria 
 
Combined Scores 
1st – Sally Hunter – Mylor 
2nd – Clare Bosley – Langollen Tia Maria 
3rd – Stephanie Neal – Harlequin 
4th – Sue McCreath – Aloxe Cortone 
5th – Teresa Rowe – Corky 
6th – Sue McCreath – Fairoak Belle 
 
Novice 21 
1st – Suzie Beeson – Amber Island 
2nd – Natasha Hambleton – Supreme Jade 
 
Show Jumping 2ft 9ins 
1st – Amy Nobbs – Alfie 
2nd – Suzie Beeson – Amber Island 
3rd – Clare Bosley – Langallen Tia Maria 
 
Combined 
1st – Suzie Beeson – Amber Island  
 
 
Watch out for more of these events in 
the future!!   
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Report on Autumn Pleasure Ride 
 

Sunday 28th September saw 
another successful ride which 
passed off without accident or 
incident!  Cannock Chase 
continues to be a huge draw to 
the riding fraternity, with riders 
travelling from as far afield as 
Stockport to take part.   

If you haven’t tried one of our 
pleasure rides yet, why not 
come along to one next year – 
look out for dates in April and 
September.  Each ride is over a 
10 mile route across glorious 
countryside.  The route is clearly 
marked and marshals are on 
hand to see you across any 
troublesome road crossings or 

to report any problems.  
The terrain makes it 
possible to take even  
relatively inexperienced 
horses, but our rides also 
attract a number of long 
distance riders – some of 
whom go round twice!   
 
For more info on any of our 
pleasure rides, contact Lesley Simmons on:  

01785 665670 or at simmons@simmons928.fsnet.co.uk 


